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Donald Trump's proposals regarding
student loans strike cord with voters
A

Donald Trump with Secretary of Education, Betsy Devos {Getty Images)

Sabrina Hebert
Contributing Writer

loans.
The new proposals include creating a single
income-driven repayment plan with a shorter
forgiveness term rather than the multiple
Student loan debt is rising every year for plans the country currently has, as well as
allowing student loans to be discharged in
students in the United States.
As schools increase their tuition prices, bankruptcy.
These proposals if to become new changes
students have to take out more loans and
have more concerns about their college debt, in the future could adjust the way students
forgiveness, and how to pay back the debt they repay their debt, some for the better while
others for the worse.
have accumulated.
The elimination of the public service loan
Under the current administrationPresident
Trump has already made adjustments to forgiveness for example is one of the most
student loan forgiveness programs and common forms of loan forgiveness which will
changes in how recent graduates pay back reduce the amount of opportunities graduates
can have for loan forgiveness.
their education.
While creating a new income-driven
Throughout Trumps presidency he
continues to make additional proposals that repayment plan will eliminate some of the
recent graduates with the
could potentially go into effect before the end confusion for
multitude of plans to choose from currently.
of his term.
The goal the President has as a result
President Trumps changes thus far have
included tax free death and disability student of these proposals is to decrease the debt of
loan discharge and the tuition and fees college students overall.
Though it appears some graduates could
deduction was eliminated on tax forms.
As these changes have already takenplace, benefit more than others.
The types of students that could be effected
students and recent graduates involved in
these changes have already been affected by positively will be the students that would take
advantage of President Trumps perspective
these changes.
Whether the changes have affected repay program.
This repayment program includes a
students and their families positively or
negatively depends on their current financial medium rate of 12.5% between all current
payments and will have a 15-year forgiveness
or personal situation.
The Presidents* current proposals include rate.
Since most of the current year forgiveness
eliminating of current programs and
rates are between 20 and 25 years, this is an
providing a completely new proposal.
President Trump is proposing to eliminate improvement from current plans (Marshall).
In the long-term, many more people will
public service loan forgiveness, student loan
interest deduction, and subsidized student receive forgiveness for their loans at a sooner

time.
However other students may receive a
negative effect.
Students who go into public service will
not receive all of the benefits they once had
and thus will lose money they could have
received in prior years.
Another instance could be removing the
student loan interest deduction, as it decreases
the amount of return a recent graduate could
receive on their tax returns yearly.
The elimination of subsidized student
loans can also negatively affect many students
that qualify for this type of loan.
Since "subsidized student loans provide
student loan borrowers with significant
assistance - with the government paying
for interest accrued during school. This can
result in significant savings for borrowers,"
(Farrington).
If this proposal was to go into effect, many
students will have to find different ways to
make up for this loss in loan ability such as
additional private loans.
Proposals such as these may not affect all
students however, as many students already
do not qualify for things such as public service
loan forgiveness or the subsidized student
loans.
Although it is unlikely all of these changes
will go through, President Trump is changing
how students can repay or forgive their debt;
which could potentially help or hurt students
depending on their current plans.
It is important to understand these changes
so graduates can prepare for the best method
of repayment or forgiveness going forward.
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Department of Public Safety Log
(MVA) MOTOR VEHICLE ACCIDENT Mar 26,2019-Tuesday at 15:40
Location: GENERAL PARKING C
Summary: DPS received a report of a minor traffic accident in the Visitors area of Lot
C. No injuries reported.
(MVA) MOTOR VEHICLE ACCIDENT Mar 28,2019-Thursday at 15:53
Location: BLC/HANDICAP PARKING LOT G
Summary: DPS received a report of a minor traffic accident in Lot G. No injuries
reported.
THEFT/ STOLEN PROPERTY Mar 29,2019-Friday at 13:01
Location: UPPER CLASS STUDENT PARKING LOT H
Summary: DPS received a report of a stolen registration plate.
THEFT/STOLEN PROPERTY Mar 29,2019-Friday at 22:36
Location: UPPER CLASS STUDENT PARKING LOT H
Summary: DPS received a report of a stolen registration plate.

EMT CALL EMT CALL / MEDICAL SERVICES RENDERED Mar 30,2019-Saturday
at 17:55
Location: UNISTRUCTURE
Summary: DPS received a report of an unconscious female in a bathroom. EMS
was activated. Patient was transported by SmithfieldRescue to Fatima Hospital for
treatment.
EMT CALL EMT CALL / MEDICAL SERVICES RENDERED Mar 31,2019-Sunday at
01:59
Location: Jamestown House
Summary: DPS received a request for a medical evaluation on an intoxicated male
guest. EMS was activated. Patient was transported by Smithfield Rescue to Fatima
Hospital for treatment.
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WMJF: "Held Hostage

//

WJMF Radio, Bryant's home radio station is excited to announce we will be bringing back a Bryant
Classic this Spring
Held Hostage! April 6th at 10 am until April 7th at 10am the WJMF E-Board will
be participating in a Lock in to raise funds and awareness for Autism. Held Hostage is the event in which
members of the organization lock themselves in the WJMF studios and broadcast their experience for 24
hours straight. We encourage all Bryant students and faculty to tune in on their FM radios® 88.7 HD2 or
listen online @ WJMFRadio.com. To fill the time, the participants will be hosting and partaking in events
throughout the 24Hrs such as a "Bob Ross" Painting Session, Exhausted History, Hot Ones, Name that
Tune and many more. It is sure to be an entertaining event and hopefully we will be able to raise a lot of
money for a great cause!

Tweets of the week
"While hundreds of milhons of people live in abyjsnial
poverty, arms merchants grow increasingly rich as
governments spend trillions on weapons of destruction. We
must offer a vision of a world where international conflicts
will be resolved peacefully, not by mass murder."
-Bernie Sanders, 4/1/19 (@BernieSanders)
Lyft CEO Logan Green (Getty Images)

Gabrielle Lippin
Contributing Writer

grown its market share from 22%
to 39% which helped contribute
to its revenue doubling.
Lyft's success stems from their
Lyft's stock debut gave the company values and mission
public their first opportunity to to improve transportation with
buy into the future of ride hailing.
the goal of improving people's
In December 2018, both Lyft lives socially, economically and
and Uber had filed drafts to the environmentally.
SEC, but Lyft was able to finish
These goals will help drive
the race to NASDAQ first.
their success in the industry.
Compared to Uber, Lyft is
Now after the IPO Lyft needs
a smaller and more narrowly to remain focused and grow.
focused company, and this is
In the next year Lyft will need
crucial.
to overcome the challenges they
Thus, being first to market is
are faced with.
an advantage because they get to
First, Lyft is losing a lot of
set the narrative.
money.
Alongside employees and
Last year they reported a 9.1
drivers.
Co-founders
Logan million loss which is the largest of
Green and John Zimmer rang the any US startup in the 12 months
opening bell on Friday the 29th preceding its IPO.
remotely from Los Angeles.
Lyft is looking to spendless on
"We've made tremendous marketing incentives and lower
progress toward our long- insurance costs.
term vision of a world that is
A second challenge is the
built around people, not cars... potential of local regulation of
The road ahead represents a
driver pay.
massive opportunity to serve our
This could result in higher
communities and drive value for labor and compliance costs.
our stockholders.
For example, in New York
We are proud of the City Lyft is facing ride hailing
momentum and even more regulation which freezes licenses
excited by what lies ahead".
and forces companies to paid
Green
recognized
this guaranteed rates to drivers.
moment as a milestone for
Like New York City, more
the company that furthers its cities can begin to regulate ride
opportunity to grow.
hailing services which will stunt
Following celebration, all eyes growth.
were on the market and the stock
Another major challenge Lyft
quickly began to climb.
will face is from its competitor
Initially, the IPO price was $72 Uber.
but closed at $78.29 and a market
Uber offers more services;
valuation above $22 billion.
Uber Eats is a meal delivery
Lyft was able to price the IPO service and Uber freight matches
above their initial expectations of carriers with shippers.
around $63 to $68 dollars a share.
By having more services Uber
Also, Lyft sold roughly 32.5 could be better positioned for
million shares, well over their growth compared to Lyft.
target of roughly 31 million.
Additionally, Uber
plans
The IPO has illustrated that to acquire middle eastern rival
despite their financial
troubles
Careem Network for $3.1 billion
over the years' investors believe dollars.
in the company.
This acquisition will help
Since its founding in 2012,
Uber to reach 1 billion users as it
Lyft has had losses of more than plans to go public later this year.
$3 billion dollars but claim that
Only time will tell if Lyft is
with growing popularity they will able to overcome these challenges
see profit in the long run.
and continue to grow.
In the past two years Lyft has

"Robert Mueller was a God-like figure to the Democrats,
until he ruled No Collusion in the long awaited
$30,000,000 Mueller Report. Now the Dems don't even
acknowledge his name, have become totally unhinged, and
would like to go through the whole process again. It won't
happen!"
-Donald Trump, 4/2/19 (@realDonaldTrump)
"No one should ever have to worry about losing their job
or their home because they're a member of the LGBTQ
community. That's why we need to pass the now!"
-David Cicilline, 4/2/19 (@davidcicilline)
"We only get one shot at this, and we need to make sure
every single Rhode Islander is counted. I'm proud of the
work @RICensus2020 is doing to engage everyone in our
state."
-Gina Raimondo, 4/2/19 (@GovRaimondo)
"Yahoo News "reports"Imissed @aoc point. Uh, no. (1)
LaGuardia croissants are $7 BECAUSE it is govt monopoly
w/ $19 min wage. (2) Medicare for all promises "free"
healthcare by forcing doctors (by analogy, bakers) to give
away their labor for govt wages."
-Ted Cruz, 4/1/19 (@tedcruz)
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Republicans who broke with their
Week party
on the Obamacare lawsuit

- William C. Nebus has been named the new
chief of police for the city of East Providence
- A Pennsylvania man named Daniel Sober was
arrested for drunk driving
- Elon Musk recently released a rap son where
he is eulogizing Harambe the gorilla
- The Administrator of the US Small Business
Administration, Linda McMahon, will be
resigning on April 12, 2019, and will be taking
charge of a Trump SuperPac
A

- John Oliver exposed the WWE's policy with
its wrestlers including the fact that they are
not employees, but are rather independent
contractors even though they cannot go to
another company as long as they are under
contract
- President Trump has plans to close the border
with Mexico; doing so would lead the US to run
out of avocados in about three weeks
- Fox News displayed a headline on one of their
programs which was: "Trump cuts US aid to 3
Mexican countries"
- Donald Trump made a false claim that his
father was born in Germany
- Five new species of frog that belong to
Microhylidae were discovered in Madagascar
- France and Germany have declared the launch
of an Alliance for Multilateralism
- Denmark plans to build the tallest skyscraper
in Western Europe
- A bill in the Minnesota Legislature was
introduced which would ban certain flameretardant chemicals and would ban a certain
foam used by firefighters
- State prisons in Massachusetts are offering a
certain type of medication to assist people that
have become addicted to the dangerous use of
opioids

Bridget Bowman
MCT Campus
Democratic congressional campaigns
have already made health care an early
focus of their 2020 messaging, and House
Democrats bolstered that effort Wednesday
with a symbolic vote that sought to once
again put Republicans on record on the
issue.
Eight Republicans sidedwith Democrats
on the nonbinding resolution, which the
House adopted, 240-186. The measure
condemned the Trump administration's
support for invalidating the 2010 health
care law in its entirety. The Department of
Justice, in a new filing last week, backed a
Texas judge's decision to strike down the
law.
Three Republicans — New York's Tom
Reed and John Katko and Pennsylvania's
Brian Fitzpatrick — had voted in January
to authorize the House general counsel
to intervene in the lawsuit to defend the
health care law. All three also voted for the
resolution Wednesday.
One Democrat — 15-term Minnesota
Rep. Collin C. Peterson — bucked his party
and voted against the resolution.He's one of
the last Democrats remaining in the House
who opposed the 2010 health care law and
is likely the last Democrat who can hold his
heavily agricultural 7th District seat.
Democrats were otherwise united
in supporting the resolution, and the
Democratic
Congressional Campaign
Committee launched positive Facebook
ads touting their vulnerable members'
votes to ""protect families with pre-existing
conditions."
Democrats made the Texas lawsuit a key
element in their health care message last
year. The party attacked GOP House and
Senate candidates who had either signed
on to the lawsuit — as some state attorneys
general running for Senate had — or who
refused to condemn it.
During the 2018 cycle, Democrats
attacked all congressional Republicans for
efforts to repeal the 2010 health care law,
even members who voted against those
attempts on the floor. More than half of the
20 Republicans who opposed the 2017 GOP
health care bill are no longer in Congress,
with four of them losing to Democrats last
November.
Democrats credit that heahh care
message with helping them gain a net of
40 House seats. Texas Rep. Colin Allred,
one of those freshman Democrats who
defeated a longtime GOP incumbent last
fall, introduced this week's nonbinding
resolution.
After
last
year's
losses,
some
Republicans have been worried about being
on defense on health care again heading
into 2020. Talk of a renewed effort to'craft
a GOP replacement plan worried some
operatives who wanted to keep the focus
on Democrats' own debate over "Medicare
for All." But President Donald Trump's
suggestion Monday that the party would
wait until after the 2020 elections to vote on
a replacement plan alleviated some of those
concerns.
Still, the renewed popularity of the
2010 health care law — especially the
provisions about protecting people with
pre-existing conditions — was enough for
eight Republicans to support Wednesday's
resolution. One Republican — Ohio
freshman Rep. Anthony Gonzalez — voted
present. Gonzalez said in a statement that
his vote was in protest of the symbolic vote.
Here are the Republicans who voted for
the resolution:
Rep. Brian Fitzpatrick of Pennsylvania:
Fitzpatrick, who also voted against 2017
GOP effort to repeal much of the healthcare
law, is a top target for Democrats in 2020.
He is one of three remaining Repubhcan
lawmakers running for re-election in a
district that backed Hillary Clinton in
2016. (Clinton would have won his 1st
District by 2 points if the new Pennsylvania
congressional lines been in place that year.)
Fitzpatrick, who often touts his role in
the Problem Solvers Caucus, was re-elected

to a second term last fall by 3 points. Inside
Elections with Nathan L.Gonzales rates his
2020 race Tilts Republican.
Rep. John Katko of New York:
Katko also represents a district that
backed Clinton in 2016. (The third GOP
lawmaker in a Clinton seat, Texas Rep.
Will Hurd, voted against the resolution
Wednesday.) Katko won a third term to his
Syracuse-anchored seat last fall, defeating
activist and visiting professor Dana Baiter
by 5 points. Inside Elections rates his race
Leans Republican.
Rep. Tom Reed of New York:
Reed, a leader of the bipartisan Problem
Solvers Caucus, broke with his party on a
handful of votes relating to the government
shutdown at the start of the year. He told
Roll Call after Wednesday's vote that he
was concerned about his party's position on
health care heading into 2020.
"Hopefully, maybe, this puts a marker
down with our leadership and with the
Republican Party in the House and Senate,
as well as across the country, that we owe
it to the American people to show in black
and white how we're going to fix health
care," he said.
The DCCC is not targeting Reed, who
won re-election by 8 points in 2018.
Trump
carried
Reed's
district,
which stretches along the border with
Pennsylvania, by 15 points. Reed's 2018
opponent, cybersecurity expert Tracy
Mitrano, is running again. Inside Elections
rates the race Solid Republican.
Rep. Denver Riggleman of Virginia:
The Virginia freshman, a member of the
hard-line Freedom Caucus, explained his
vote partly as one to protect pre-existing
conditions, whichhe said "hit close to home
for me and I campaigned on continuing
healthcare coverage for those affected."
"The healthcare system is broken and
Obamacare is a major part of the problem,
but we should proceed with caution as
we try and fix it. This resolution certainly
doesn't help solve the problem, but
hopefully will allow us to have a productive
discussion on healthcare," he said in an
emailed statement.
Trump carried Riggleman's 5th District
seat by 11 points in 2016.
Riggleman defeated Democrat Leslie
Cockburn by 7 points last fall in a race that
got some national attention. Democrats are
not targeting himin 2020.
Inside Elections rates his race Solid
Republican.
Rep. Fred Upton of Michigan:
Upton is the former chairman of the
Energy and Commerce Committee, and
he was a key player in the party's efforts
to repeal and replace the 2010 law last
Congress. Upton, whose suburban district
Trump won by 8 points in 2016, is once
again a Democratic target. He won 17th
term by less than 5 points last fall. Inside
Elections rates his race Likely Republican.
Rep. Christopher H. Smith of New
Jersey:
Smith is the only remaining Republican
representing New Jersey, after Democrats
flipped four seats in the Garden State in the
midterms. Smith voted against the GOP
health care plan in 2017. He also broke
with his party on the tax overhaul, along
with other lawmakers from high-tax states.
Smith is not a DCCC target and is running
for re-election in a district Trump carried
by 15 points in 2016. Inside Elections rates
his race Solid Republican.
Rep. Pete Stauber of Minnesota:
The freshman flipped
a longtime
Democratic seat in northeast Minnesota
that Trump had carried by 16 points in
2016. It's a largely white, working-class
district, where Trump's populist appeal
resonated.
The former Duluth police officer
ran a campaign ad last year about his
son Issac, who has Down syndrome,
and he talked about the importance of
insurance companies covering pre-existing
conditions. Democrats are not targeting
this seat in 2020. Inside Elections rates the
race Likely Republican.
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Top 7 best ways to take your small
business to the next level for the future
Karissa Lappas
Contributing Writer
According to Alyssa Gregory, "Many successful small business owners have at least
one thing in common - the ability to see the big picture and envision what their success
will look like tomorrow." To be a successful business owner, one must be able to foresee
the end result of what their accomplishments will come to be. These days, social media,
is a part of our day to day lives. Gregory explains that "Many small business owners
understand how online marketing can add a new dynamic to promoting their goods
and services." Small business owners need to classify what market they want to show
themselves to.
Accomplishing the goals one sets can make or break their business. How can a
business owner continue to grow their business if they cannot reach a set goal to make
their company flourish? Gregory explains that it is important to set goals and try your
hardest to accomplish them.
The following list consists of seven methods which successful small business owners
do to help emphasis the future of their company.
1. Use Goal-Setting to Push Boundaries
Setting a goal to be accomplished is a useful technique to show your attention, see
how much progress was made, and to measure success. Setting goals allows individuals
a chance exceed their comfort zone and challenge themselves. Having a plan for one's
business will help them grasp new achievements.
2. Put the Focus on Customer Service
An important role which carries on success of a small business is keeping needed
customers. Having regular customers means having a steady income, as well as a good
marketing through clients spreading awareness of the business. Giving your clients
excellent products and customer service is very important, along with asking for feedback
from clients. This is an effective way to fix issues within the business.

4. Learn how to Delegate
Knowing how to delegate efficiently can either be getting to new levels or burning out.
Numerous small business owners are used to doing many different things on their own
instead ofhiring assistance or professionals. Once business owners know what they need
a specialist's help with, and what they need to do on their own, they will have more time
to develop their business.
5. Increase Your Productivity
There are many everyday tasks which need to be completed to ensure your business
is running accordingly. Your small business will have more possibilities for success if
routinely tasks are done
6. Stay Current with Technology
Not only does technology play a huge part in everyday life, but it does in business
as well. Understanding technology and the changes that happen to it directly impacts
their business and can only lead them to success. Staying up to date with new all the new
technology coming out can not only save someone time, but money.
7. Change Up Your Marketing Activities
Small businesses are most successful when they have great online marketing and are
prepared to discover new outlets of online marketing. Constantly switching up the way
you market your business is important to see what works for your company and what
does not work.
If these steps are followed, you will lead your smallbusiness to success. Setting goals
and presenting yourself in a positive light will create an affirmative view of yourself, and
whatever you do in the future.

3. Commit to Continuous Learning
There will constantly be new things to learn about to ensure greatness within a
business, no matter how much success is achieved. There are many ways to advance your
understanding and continue to learn so your business can continue to flourish. Constant
education can be in any form such as "online training, self-paced programs, collaborative
opportunities, mentoring, and even reading."

Giving small business a big future (AlyssaGregory)

Tesia releases new Model Y car
Caitlln Dye
Contributing Writer

product. CEO Elon Musk has kept the brand extremely relevant and trendy through
hid promotion through social media and his inclusion of unique features in the cars
produced by Tesla.
The company seems to be doing a good Job of expanding into the market for more
affordable automobiles while maintaining their market position in the market for
On March 14,2019 Tesla revealed their newest car, the Model Y to be included in their quality, expensive cars. Tesla has truly made their product available to all and it will be
collection of automobiles. The Model Y is a mid-sized SUV with an affordable starting interesting to see what other projects are released soon. It will also be interesting to see
price of $48,000. A relatively cheap price tag compared to that of other models. For how the actual production and release of the Model Y plays out in the business world as
well as exactly when it will be on roads.
example, the starting price for the Roadster model is $200,000.
Recently, in the world of automobiles Tesla's releases of their new line of more
affordable cars including the Model Y and Model 3 have received much attention and
have been highly anticipated. Tesla's new Model 3 is an affordable sedan alternative
to the other models offered by the car manufacturer which include the Roadster and
Models X, and S.
The Model Y was revealed in Tesla's California Design Studio by controversial CEO,
Elon Musk. Musk began the reveal by stating, "It starts with a Y, ends with a Y, and has
Y in the middle," kicking off the model release event. Some unique features of the Model
Y include that the car has no keys and is unlocked and locked using an app that syncs the
cars functions with the owner's smartphone.
Musk has also made claims that it will be the safest SUV in the world upon release
partly due to the battery pack being placed low in the car giving the vehicle a low center
of gravity. While the car was revealed on March 14, actual production of the car will
begin in early 2020 and actual cars will not be on the road until quarter three of 2020.
Tesla used an interesting strategy in the order in which they chose to release their
car models. The company, under the leadership of Elon Musk, chose to first release their
most expensive model, the Roadster, to the public building a luxurious, high-end brand
image for Tesla.
This approach made it easier for Tesla to enter the more affordable car market because
of the high demand that is in place for their cars. The cool, new image of the Tesla brand
creates high demand in buyers, especially for more affordable models like the Model
3 and Model Y. While these cars are relatively affordable to the other models offered,
luxury versions of the car can reach up to $100,000.
Tesla has done an amazing Job of building brand value and creating demand for their

Action shot of a red l\1odel Y (Tesla)
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Interested in business? Like to write? Send in a business article and get
published! Send articles to archway@bryant.edu
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E-commerce continues crushing brick
and mortar retail stores, along with jobs
Nick Viscariello
Contributing Writer
Unemployment and layoffs have been a major issue in the business world in the
United States. Michael Cappetta of NBC News has reported that there has been a 92
percent spike in layoffs from 2018 to 2019, that is more than 40,000 people losing their
jobs. Internet shopping and e-commerce have been a key component as to why so many
people have been losing their jobs.In Cappetta's article. Retail apocalypse, Matthew Shay
the president of the National Retail Federation was quoted saying, "There's no doubt
that the retail industry is undergoing a rapid transformation due to shifting consumer
preferences and new technologies."
Consumers have been changing to our new technological society and find it easier and
preferred to shop online..Retail stores have plummeted from this massive extension of
online shopping and e-commerce. Sears, one of the best and most sought out retailers in
the 20th century has recently declared bankrupt. The cause of the bankruptcy is directly
related to the new advances in our technological society. Sears was unable to keep up
with the improvements of online shopping. Consumers sought out other retailers that
had this commodity, and Sears lost all their loyal customers whom they had for years.
Along with Sears, JCPenny has announced that they too will be closing 18 of their
retail stores according to Michael Capetta. Along with JCPenny, many other retail stores
are closing from the struggle of trying to get more customers to come to retail stores
instead of taking their business straright the e-coi^imerce market. All retail store closings
are directly related to the expanding and growing e-commerce society. Many companies
have realized this new society and have done well in the very competitive online retail
market.
Amazon is one of these companies that has reached the top of this market, as they
are the largest e-commerce marketplace. According to an article from the Forrestor,
"Amazon's gross merchandising volume (GMV) in the US grew by 26% in 2017,
significantly more than the 16% growth of the entire US eCommerce market". This
comment shows to be true, as consumers have drastically shifted from retail store
shopping to online retail shopping.
This significant growth is not a good indicator to the future of retail shopping. Retail
stores and shopping is on a rapid decline and may even lead to the market closing, as
consumers are leaving the market. This shift is not good for jobs in the United States.
This group of 40,000 people that have been laid off are being victimized, all of which
stem from the new market of online retail and e-commerce.
The dwindlingpopulation of retail workers across the country are only going to grow
with the ever expanding market of online retail shopping. "Consumers aren't ceasing

consumption, they are changing what they are consuming," saidMark Hamrick, a senior
economic analyst at Bankrate.
Retail stores are realizing that consumer demands have changed, and the only way
they are going to be able to continue their business is by meeting these demands and
giving them the option of doing their shopping online.

Sears was once a staple of American retail stores (AssociatedPress)
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Rob "Gronk" Gronkowski retires at
age 29, after 9 years with New England
Maria Munschy
Contributing Writer

After nine strong years with the New England
Patriots, infamously hilarious tight end Robert "Gronk"
Gronkowski retires at the age of 29 on March 24,2019.
Gronkowski announced his decision on his Instagram
stating, "It all started at 20 years old on stage at the NFL
draft when my dream came true, and now hereIam about
to turn 30 in a few months with a decisionI feel is the
biggest of my life so far.Iwill be retiring from the game of
football today."
Due to the multiple injuries Gronkowski sustained
throughout his career, his decision comes as no surprise
to many. Throughout his nine years with the Pats, he has
had back, knee, and forearm surgery.
Gronk stated days before the Pat's Superbowl LIII win
against theL.A. Rams, "You can take some serious hits. Try
to imagine getting hit all the time and trying to be where
you want to be every day in life. It's tough. It's difficult. To
take hits to the thigh, to take hits to your head, abusing
your body, isn't what your brain wants. When your body is
abused, it can bring down your mood. You have to be able
to deal with that, too, throughout the season."
Gronkowski also contemplated retirement last
season. In an interview with Gordie Gronkowski, Robert
Gronkowski's brother, the day before Superbowl LIII,
Gordie explained, "Every year, he goes through the same
thing and weighs out the options and how he feels. That's
his decision."
Even though Gronk made his retirement official
through his Instagram post, many NFL coaches are still
skeptical. Even Gronkowski's agent, Drew Rosenhaus,
believes there is a chance Gronk may return to the Patriots
if they need him. Rosenhaus told ESPN, "If the team was
struggling or they needed him at some point next year,
and let's just sayhypothetically Tom Brady gave him a call
and said, 'Rob, I need you,' I wouldn't be shocked if he
came back to play a few games."

Gronk's final catch as a player, which set up the game winning touchdown in Super Bowl LIII (Patrick Smith)
New York Jets coach Adam Gase and Buffalo Bills
coach Sean McDermott showed skepticism at the annual
NFL meeting in Phoenix. Gase told sources^ that, "I'll
believe it whenIsee it. When he's not out there,I'll believe
it. He's tough to play against. If he's really retired, he was
a great player in this league. He's a Hall of Fame player."
Though rival teams are appreciative of the fact Gronk
retired. Bill Belichick, coach of the New England Patriots,
praises Gronk as the reason the Patriots have won so
many games. "It was a pleasure and a privilege to coach
Rob Gronkowski the past nine years," Belichick states.
"From his rookie year until his final season and through
countless times in between, Rob was a major reason why
we won games and championships. His elite combination

of size, skill, intelligence, toughness and ability to perform
in pressure situations set him apart."
So, what will be next for Gronk?
Some speculate that an acting career lies in the future.
Another rumor is that he may join the WWE since he
made a surprise appearance at WrestleMania with friend
Mojo Rawley. Gronk's brother Gordie claims Gronk may
start a fitness venture.
Either way.New England Patriot fans will be mourning
the absence of Gronk's infectious personality during
games. With certainty however, Gronk, along with the
agreement of most Pats fans, can say they are "[...] really
satisfied with how [his] whole career has been. Super
satisfied."

What will college hoops look like after one-and-done?
Mark Bradley
MCT Campus

K.G., who came along pre-one-and-done,
in the Big Dance.) The ridiculous part was
that we knew full well that, given their
druthers, Zion and the others would have
been earning millions for their services
The one-and-done rule, which everyone
rather than being forced to attend class for
has always hated, could soon be done-andsix months.
gone. USA Today reported in February that
The one-and-done rule didn't create
the NBA had asked its players association
cheating in college hoops - that has been
to change the age limit for players from 19
around forever - but it did exacerbate and
to 18 come 2022. That would override onerefine it. Shoe companies got involved, as
and-done, which has existed since 2005
we see from the ongoing federal cases/
and rendered college basketball a de facto
trials, and looked for ways to stash players
way station for the best recruits.
at a school before those players could turn
The weird part of one-and-done is that
pro and be paid, this time aboveboard, to
an NBA rule has served to cheapen the
wear their shoes. Nothing will ever render
college game. Two proud programs — first
recruiting as pure as the driven snow,
Kentucky, then Duke — have come to rely
but the abolition of one-and-done would
on one-and-dones almost to the exclusion
surely dial down the sleaze.
of all else. If you're John Calipari and Mike
After one-and-done, college basketball
Krzyzewski, it makes a semblance of sense:
will be what we saw in the days before
You take the cream of the freshman class
it: No LeBron, no Kobe, no K.G. We in
and prep it for the pros and, because your
Georgia felt this more than most. Four
freshmen are so good, you win a slew of
of the biggest recruits from this state —
games and maybe even a title; then you do
Kwame Brown, Dwight Howard, Josh
it all again the next year, and the next, and
Smith and Lou Williams — jumped to the
the next...
NBA. There was a clarity, maybe even a
The upside is that we've gotten to
kind of purity, in those days, but there was
see John Wall and DeMarcus Cousins
also a lessening in the college product.
and Anthony Davis and Karl-Anthony
We've gone way past the time when
Towns and Kyrie Irving and Jabari
the collegiate players stayed on campus
Parker and Jayson Tatum and now Zion
four years. (Some among us recall when
Williamson play, albeit briefly, in the sort
freshmen were ineligible for varsity play.)
of impassioned games the NBA cannot
There willnever be another amateur career
match. (We never saw LeBron or Kobe or

like Bill Russell's or Kareem Abdul-Jabbar's
or Bill Walton's, and weknow not to expect
as much. But we did get to see those great
players in college, and without one-anddone the greats won't set foot on campus
Say what you will about Zion — and by
now we've said it all a thousand times —
but he made Duke games must-see events.
As oppressive as the hype was, he exceeded
it. (In that way, he was indeed like LeBron.)
For conspiracy theorists who believe
that CBS rigs the NCAA tournament, we
were just handed proof to the contrary. A
Final Four with Zion would have been the
highest-rated in decades; a Final Four with
Virginia and Michigan State as its glamour
teams will move no needles.
The failure of Zion and his super-frosh
friends to reach the Final Four offers
further evidence that the Kentucky/Duke
method has run its course. When the
Wildcats won the 2012 title with one-anddones Davis, Michael Kidd-Gilchrist and
Marquis Teague, they had sophomores
Terrence Jones and Doron Lamb plus
senior Darius Miller — of Maysville, Ky.!
— filling essential roles. When the Blue
Devils won with three one-and-dones in
2015, they had senior Quinn Cook and
junior Amile Jefferson, plus non-one-anddone freshman Grayson Allen.
The Michigan State starting five that
undid Duke included junior point guard
Cassius Winston, senior shooter Matt

McQuaid, sophomore big man Xavier
Tillman, freshman forward Aaron Henry
and the maker of the game-winning trey
— fifth-year senior Kenny Goins. The play
that begat Goins' 3-pointer came off a
halfcourt set after a timeout. Duke's efforts
to respond involved freshman RJ Barrett,
maybe the second-most-gifted collegian,
forcing the issue while the most-gifted
collegian (Zion, duh) stood watching.
.Michigan State performed as a team
that had been to the Dance before, which
it had. For Zion and Co., this was always
going to be the first/last chance. Auburn's
splendid backcourt consists of Jared
Harper, a junior,and Bryce Brown, a senior.
Virginia starts three juniors, a sophomore
and freshman Kihei Clark. Texas Tech
starts a fifth-year senior, two sophomores
and two grad transfers. There will be half
as many freshmen starting in this Final
Four as Duke had in its regular lineup.
After one-and-done, college basketball
will be (another duh) much different. It will
have a dearth of top-end talent, but it will
be a game played by guys who want to be in
college. It was no fault of Zion's that anNBA
rule essentially him a tourist - we can't call
one-and-dones mercenaries, given that
mercenaries get paid - and it was fun for
us, and from all appearances for him, that
he made a brief stopover in Durham, N.C.
But one-and-done has always felt wrong,
and wrongs need righting.
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Russell Westbrook dedicates 20-20-20
game to NIpsey Hussle In win over Lakers
Tania Ganguli
Contributing Writer
Not since Wilt Chamberlain did it in
1968 had a player notched 20 points, 20
rebounds and 20 assists in a single game.
And when Russell Westbrook did it in
the Thunder's 119-103 win over the Lakers,
his thoughts turned immediately to his
friend Nipsey Hussle, the rapper who was
killed on Sunday, and whose death rocked
Los Angeles and the NBA.
"That wasn't for me, man," said
Westbrook, who went to high school in
Lawndale and college at UCLA. "That
was for my bro, man. That was for Nipsey.
Twenty plus 20 plus 20. They know what
that means, man. That's for my bro. Rest in
peace, Nipsey."
Added together, the numbers were
significant to Hussle. The Rollin' 60s was
a notorious Crips gang clique that Hussle
joined as a teenager. Last year, Hussle told
The Times about the post-traumatic stress
that came with living in what he called a
"war zone," where death was so common
the residents Mt immune to it.
In the decade and a half since then,
Hussle became a successful rapper who
used his money to invest in the South Los
Angeles community where he grew up.
Over the years he befriended players all
over the NBA.
"We've been talking about it the last
coi^le of days, we've taken it p-etty hard,"
Lakers guard Rajon Rondo said. "A lot of
guys knew him personally. Condolences

to his faxoAf. It's sad nAut. happaied,
obviously. He's alegend,he's akingto where
he's from and around the world. He had a

especially such a good person, such a good
human, it's going to take some time. Really
just giving those guys all the space they
need and beinghere for them for it."
Westbrook didn't say much after the
game about his connection to Hussle.
But nothing would stop him from
accomplishing that feat Tuesday night.
With 1:04 left in the game, Westbrook
was so tantalizingly close that he wasn't
going to let the status of the game dictate
whether he played. He had 20 points, 21
assists and 18 rebounds at that moment,
and when Raymond Felton tried to check
in during a timeout, Westbrook waved him
off^.
He almost grabbed his 19th and 20th
rebounds on the same possession, but after
grabbing his 19th off" a missed free throw,
Caruso denied Westbrook his 20th.
At the other end of the court,Westbrook
waited under the basket for the next Lakers
miss. Isaac Bonga shot the ball, missed,
and Westbrook made history.
Westbrook became the first player to have 20 Points, Assists and Rebounds in a
The game stopped to recognize
game since Wilt Chamberlain in 1968 (Sue Ogrocki)
Westbrook as soon as he caught it. By then,
that milestone was all that remained; the
great message, setting a great example for a Hussle's death.
Thunder's win was in hand.
lot of young people and people where he's
Lance Stephenson, who said he was
Westbrook finished with 20 points, 21
from, so, he was a great man."
close with Hussle, declined to talk about assists and 20 rebounds.
As word spread on social media of the the rapper on Tuesday evening.
"It's huge, man," Westbrook told
shooting, several players reacted. LeBron
Their teammates aren't pushing them
reporters after the game. "I can't honestly
James, whose season ended Friday after to talk about anything.
— I'm not gonna try to put it into words,
the Lakers played the Hornets, was sitting
"I feellike they're all just thinking about
but likeIsaid on the floor, man, that's who
on the team's bench in New Orleans. He the time they had with him, and they're
it's for, and I'm gonna leave it at that."
posted a message on Twitter that included still trying to process it at the same time,"
Westbrook wore a shirt that said
an emojiof twohands prayingand Hussle's said Kentavious Caldwell-Pope, who met
"Crenshaw" in his postgame interviews.
Twitter handle.
Hussle a few times through James. "That It was a shirt from Hussle's clothing line.
By the time the Lakers left the arena for was tough on everybody, "fiiat pretty much Hussle's store is on Crenshaw Boulevard
the a^ht,Hussle was pronounced dead.
hurt the whole city."
and Slauson Avenue, and onSunday he was
Ower the nest 24hours, James sent four
Said Alex Caruso: "Any time you lose killed in front ofit.
moie tweets espressing his devastation at somebody that you know that's a friend.

Duke's Williamson, Barrett
named consensus ail-Americans
Steve Wiseman
MCT Campus
Zion Williamson and RJ Barrett
accomplished something Tuesday that
no college basketball teammates have
done in 18 years.
The Duke freshmen duo made
the Associated Press' ail-American
first team, becoming the first
set of
teammates since Duke's Shane Battier
and Jay Williams in 2001 to be named
consensus first-team
all-Americans in
the same season.
The NCAA considers players who
make all of the Sporting News, NABC,
AP and USBWA teams consensus
ail-Americans.
They are the 18th set of teammates
to be named consensus first-team
ailAmericans since 1930 and the first to
both be freshmen.
Williamson and Barrett
each
averaged 22.6points per game,becoming
the first freshman teammates in NCAA
history to both average more than 20
points per game.
They are the first set of freshman

teammates to make the AP all-America
team since Kentucky's DeMarcus
Cousins and John Wall in 2010.
Williamson was voted ACC player
and rookie ofthe year, while the Sporting
News named him national player of
the year. USA Today named Barrett its
national player of the year. Together they
led Duke to a 32-6 season, including the
ACC tournament championship. Their
quest to reach the Final Four ended
with a 68-67 loss to Michigan State
last Sunday in the East Region final at
Washington, D.C.
They were joined on the AP first team
by Murray State's Ja Morant, Michigan
State's Cassius Winston and Tennessee's
Grant Williams.
The AP second team includes
Gonzaga's Rui Hachimura, Purdue's
Carsen Edwards, Texas Tech's Jarrett
Culver, Marquette's Markus Howard
and Wisconsin's Ethan Happ.
Virginia
teammates
DeAndre
Hunter and Kyle Guy are on the third
team along with Dedric Lawson of
Kansas, BrandonClarke of Gonzaga and
PJ Washington of Kentucky.

Barrett and Williamson are predicted to be top pici(s in the NBA Draft (Streeter Lecka)
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Should The MLB create new
rules to speed up the game?
William Treuel
Contributing Writer
Baseball, Americas pastime, the best sport ever created. People have been playing
and watching baseball since the 1800's when it was first introduced to the world. It
immediately became a household name for a sport.It was a simple game where there was
very little needed for a backyard game to get started, all you needed was some sort of bat
and a ball. Baseball was first invented in England, although it wasn't long until it spread
its popularity over to the United States.
The MLB (Major League Baseball) first started on May 4th,^i^87L After a few different
rules and implementations the game has been played exactly the same ever since 1898.
But now here we are in 2019 and we have implemented a new rule for the past 2018 season
and looking to pass a few more due to the length of the game. It has come to the office
of Major League Baseball's attention that the average length of games have increased by
a matter of minutes. A study showed that the average MLB game was 2 hours and 46
minutes in 2005, in 2017 the average game was 3 hours and 8 minutes.(McAllister) The
MLB feels as if they bring the length of the games down they would attract more of an
audience.
If the MLB is trying to attract the upcoming younger Gen Z crowdI do not feel the
need to change the game that most of our parents, grandparents, aunts and uncles have
watched and adorn their entire lives. Major League Baseball is trying to gain viewership
from people who are not watching baseball by changing the rules of the game, by doing
this they are alienating the people who are already in love with the game who are loyal
fans. If the difference is the matter of thirty minutes of a three hour game it will not sway
people to watch more game.If you are going to sit in front of a TV for 2 and a half hours
to watch a baseball game you would have no problem spending another half an hour
sitting on a couch watching Baseball the way it should be played. People who go out to
attend baseball games definently do not need this rule to go into effect. People love going
out to baseball games and spending three hours with friends and family enjoy a day at
the ballpark.

This does not only effect the fans of baseball. This effects the players as well, the most
recent rule implemented includes, a pitch clock, this gives the pitcher only 20 seconds
in between pitches. Some pitchers work very slow and take their time and now they are
forced to speed up their game. Not only pitchers having to adjust their mindset knowing
they only have 20 seconds. It can be stressful for pitchers to now have to also think about
a pitch clock going on in front of them, having one more thing to think about on top of
everything else.
Baseball should be played the way it has always been, without any change. The game
is continuing to grow more and more popular and the ratings are going through the roof
Players are getting paid more than ever, and teams are more competitive than ever. Each
year there is a new team
that is shining, its not like other sports where you can count on one or two teams
always being in the playoffs. The game is great right now, there is no reason for change.

An MLB umpire (ESPN)

Can college athletes be paid after all?
Kyle Finn
Contributing Writer

football you might be able to figure out how to pay
football players, but you would eliminate all the other
sports that are out there in order to do that and take away
opportunities from men and women" (CBS Sports 2018).
One solution I think that should be thought out is
that
student-athletes could receive endorsement money
It is that wonderful time of the year again; it is March
from
companies like Nike and Adidas. There would be no
Madness. It is where the unexpected happens. One team
argument from the NCAA about how much each player
can become the Cinderella, out of sixty-eight teams to win
should earn because the money would come from the
it all, and everyone fills out a bracket to try to become the
companies
directly unless they implement more rules
first person ever to get it perfect. A lot of questions are
and
regulations.
These companies would be able to decide
brought up every March, such as: Which teams should be
who they would want to endorse them and how much they
chosen for the bracket? Who is going to be the team that
would want to pay the athletes. The companies can do
upsets everyone? Would the games be played differently
whatever
they want with the player of their choosing; if
if the players were to be paid? The athletes getting paid
they
wish
to market him or her, make something signature
question gets me thinking the most when the topic is
after a specific player, place them in advertisements, or
brought up, usually in both football and basketball playoff
have meet and greets, the list can be endless (CBS Sports,
time.
2018).
In my opinion,Ibelieve paying college athletes would
There are too many questions and factors that have
be a bad idea. Athletes already receive benefits, like having
to be thought out to pay student-athletes in a fair and
full or partial scholarships along with others like meal
well-regulated way. It would take too much time from
plans, getting free room and board in the best suites, and
administrators
from colleges and head officials from the
lots of assistance from teachers.Ibelieve the athletes would
NCAA
office
to
agree on something, and it is not in their
misuse the money and could get themselves into trouble
best interest. The main focus colleges should be worrying
with the law like gambling, purchasing of drugs, rigging
about is giving the athletes an education as well as a great
games, and much more. If the rule was to change so they NCAA banner (NCAA)
athletic career. It is imperative that these athletes focus
could get paid, would all athletes get paid or just some? I
believe it would cause outrage among other athletes if only president Mark Emmert talking about men and women first and foremost on school because a tiny percentage
of athletes go on to become successful in their sport. In
some were chosen.
athletes receiving pay. He states that if this were to happen,
Additionally, where would the money come from? it would lead to athletic departments having to eliminate an NCAA television advertisement featuring NFL legend
Would tuition prices be raised? Would women be paid other sports. He says, "You've got to provide women with Jerry Rice, he says, "There are over 480,000 athletes, and
the same amount as men? Would some clubs or sports the same opportunities and support that men receive." only two percent of them will go pro." That means the
be canceled to help pay for the athletes? These are lots of Women's sports do not get the same type of attention and 470,000 athletes who do not go pro will have to use their
questions that need to be thought out and planned from attendance as men's sports do, so money would have to major to find a job. This is why they are called studentathletes; they are students first, athletes second, and
all sides when considering this issue.
be reallocated to pay the salaries for the women. Emmert
paying
them could take away from this important fact.
There was an interview done in 2018 with NCAA continues to say, "If you just looked at the revenue from
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Trump's accosting of John McCain is
mucli more concerning than it seems

President Trump's latest tweets about the late Senator have been received with criticism, but was it enough? (AP)

Matthew Carvalho
News Editor

If you had "be angry at a dead war
veteran" on your Trump Bingo card for
"Ways Donald Trump has Brought Shame
to Our Country", then mark it right off.
Lately, Donald Trump has returned to
doing one of his favorite activities: bullying
others to make himself feel better. To make
things even worse, the man he is attacking
is none other than the deceased American
hero, John McCain.
Many people must remember Trump's
famous quote against John McCain on
2015 back when Trump was campaigning
for president: "He's not a war hero. "He
was a war hero because he was captured.
Ilike people who weren't captured". Many,
including myself, hoped that Trump would
not be able to even attempt to say anything
worse than that about the man, but in the
past few weeks, the president proved that
he will do whatever it takes to be in the
limelight. One of the ways he has been
attacking McCain has been by sending out
Tweets, as usual. One of his most recent
Tweets against the man was this disgusting
statement on March 17, 2019: "So it was
indeed (just proven in court papers) "last
in his class" (Annapolis) John McCain
that sent the Fake Dossier to the FBI and
Media hoping to have it printed BEFORE
the Election. He & the Dems, working
together, failed (as usual). Even the Fake
News refused this garbage!
I understand that Trump does not
agree with many of the ideas of McCain
and is not a fan of him, but this is not how
someone should go about expressing this.
John McCain was a military man that
served as a captain of the United States

Navy as well as being a US Representative
and a US Senator. In most situations,
unless if it was someone completely evil
like Hitler or Stalin, making in fun of a
deceased person and bringing up a number
of things from the past is just plain wrong.
The man lived his life and passed on; he
does not deserve to be attacked when he
is gone and there is nothing he can do or
say about it. I have said multiple times
in this newspaper that the president is
supposed to be a role model. The president
is not supposed to be absolutely perfect,
but he should be someone that we can
look up to and admire as someone that
can truly represent the American people
and show us how to act. If that is the case
with this president, then he is leading by
an appalling example. Trump continued
to display no class at a speech given at a
military tank plant in Lima, Ohio. Most of
the audience was made up of the military
who were awfully quiet for quite a few of
Trump's comments. One of the statements
made by the president was about he never
really liked McCain and will most likely
never like him. McCain was a war veteran
as well as a prisoner of war in the Vietnam
war. While McCain was fighting and then
being tortured. Trump dodged the draft
so he could live the much more luxurious
life instead of having to serve his country
in the military. Trump talks about how
he does not like him when he has served
his country much longer, harder, and
better than Trump ever has. It is unneeded
comments like these that make me agree
with a recent statement by John McCain's
daughter, Meghan McCain: "He spends his
weekend obsessing over great men because
he knows it and I know it and all of you
know it: He will never be a great man."
Anyone that has a sliver of morality
would have hoped that was the worse thing
that came out of the Don the Con's mouth.

but their hopes were obviously dashed by
Trump. Later on,in his speech. Trump said:
""I endorsed him at his request andI gave
him the kind of funeral that he wanted,
which as president I had to approve. I
don't care about this, I didn't get 'thank
you.' That's OK." He obviously cares about
this if he is going to make this unwanted
response in front of many people, including
the military. When McCain passed away.
Trump allowed one of the Air Force Two
planes to carry his body to Washington
to have the service. Wanting a thank you
for doing this would be like if I helped to
arrange the service for a neighbor of mine
and expected a thank you from the family.
It is beyond me on why anyone in the right
mind needs the validation of being great by
receiving a thank you for doing something
for a deceased American hero. McCain
served his country for countless years,"so
the president should be honored to do as
the family wished instead of asking for a
thank you for getting a plane for him and
for not attending the funeral.
Keep in mind. President Trump did
not want to bring the flag half-staff when
McCain passed away. Members of his staff
had to plead with him to do so. He also
did not want to issue a formal statement
on McCain's death and refused multiple
requests from even some of the highest
people in his cabinet at the time including
his White House chief of staff at the time,
John Kelly, and Vice President, Mike Pence.
He eventually gave in to doing the right
and moral thing but wasnot exultant about
it by any means. A man who is content
with committing heinous acts like these
still believes he deserves a thank you. It is
disgusting that our own president thinks
this way and acts like this. Obviously, many
Democrats do not agree with Trump at all,
but much more surprisingly, Republicans
are standing up for McCain and are not

agreeing with the president. On March
20, 2019, Senate Majority Leader Mitch
McConnel Tweeted: "Today and every
day I miss my good friend John McCain.
It was a blessing to serve alongside a rare
patriot and genuine American hero in the
Senate. His memory continues to remind
me every day that our nation is sustained
by the sacrifices of heroes."I do not often
agree with McConnel, but it is a moment
like this where I can feel for him and
have some respect for him. Not only is he
standing up to the president in a way, but
he also expresses his grief and how much
he misses his friend. It is a shame that the
president cannot act more like McConnel
on something like this.
It is sad and depressing that we live
in a country where Trump's treatment of
McCain does not come to a surprise and
that we are rather numb to this. This is not
how a president should be treating others,
but on a more global scale, this is not how
anyone should be treating people. Donald
Trump is an example of how not to treat
others and how not to be, and the American
people should be taking notes. We should
not be cheering this man on when he treats
others like dirt, but instead, we should be
making it known and having out voices be
heard on this. We should be standing up
to the president, hatred, divisiveness, and
evil, not givingit support and saying that it
is perfectly normal. This is not normal; this
is evil. Do not say there is nothing that you
can do about it. At the end of the day, our
voices matter, and we can always stand up
for what is right.Iknow this is a cliche and
Isay this all of the time, but get politically
involved, and when the time comes, vote!
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Writing books—a guide for all to reap
Thomas Maranian
Variety Editor

Tlie hardest part of any new undertalcing is always
the beginning (WritingCooperative)
Writing a book is never an easy task. No writer will
tell youit is.If they say as much, they are lying. No matter
how much you prepare, hindrances arise in story writing
like compound interest, until the story reaches fruition
after the final draft. Even then, there is always cause for
editing and rephrasing. That is why those of you who
are never satisfied and never settle will find writing a
story both a tedious task and a rewarding one. There is
no perfect writing, just as there are no clear-cut answers
to philosophical questions. Just as the philosopher never
rests in his or her quest for knowledge and answers, so too
does the writer never rest in his or her journey to narrative
perfection. However, there is no perfect writing. There is
only pen, paper, and what the mind deems as worthy for
the reader.
This editorial will be a guide to turning idea into
finished product, as well as the nitty-gritty along the
way. Here are some things to keep in mind, should you
ever decide to write a story: you, for the most part, are an
accumulation of all the books you have already read; you
will start to question every little detail in the stories you
continue to read throughout your life; you will question
every sentence and eventually every word you write; time
is the greatest ally when writing a story; the bane of a
writer's pen is, and always shall be, delay; the stories you
write will forever dominate your worldly existence; you
may have to sacrifice worldly affairs for writing, if you
are dedicated and set on completing your work. That is
a lot to take in, but by the end of this editorial, all will be
explained. This is to be a guide to writing a story, not an
exact, technicalhow-to. There willbe littlemention ofhow
to hone your narrative voice or write good dialogue, but
rather the big focus will be on the aspects of writing that
go into storytelling as a whole. Writing good dialogue and
narrative andhow to improve both is a whole new editorial
for another day. Anyways, for beginners, this editorial will
definitely aid your endeavors. For more experienced folk,
perhaps some new light will be shed on your knowledge
of storytelling that you previously were unaware of. As
always, the truth will be told—nothing more, nothingless.
First comes an idea. You cannot tell a story without
having an idea of what to tell. Think of writing a book
along the lines of telling a story aloud to an audience in
the same room as you. You would not be up before the
crowds unless you had an idea of what you were going to
say. Without an idea, there are no words, no chapters, and
no book. Without an idea, there is no writer. And so, the
first task which is appointed to you is to ideate. You—yes,
you—already have ideas roaming in mind, just as you
already know what your passions are. You just have to
brainstorm. Drawing back to what was earlier stated, you
are an accumulation of every story you have ever read or
been told, or, if you already are a writer, have written. Do
not forget that you tell stories all the time; when you go
back home at night or visit your friends, you tell stories,
hopefully about big ideas, but more likely of people. That
is good, though, for people are central to a good story.
Without characters, there is just void. If you think your
setting is enough to tell a story, think again—your setting
is a character of its own too, so therefore there must be at
least one character. If you cannot think of a story to tell,
think again. Keep on thinking. No one can tell you what
to write about. In a sense, they obviously can, but you will
not want to write about anything unless you love the idea.
If you grew up with the fantasy genre, then you would do
well to write fantasy. If you grew up with the historical
fiction genre, then you would do well to write historical
fiction. The same goes with all the other genres out there—
science fiction,
mystery, nonfiction, romance, dystopian
and Utopian fictions, horror, apocalyptic, futuristic, and

so on and so forth. Even so, if you write in one genre,
reading other genres as well as your preferred genre goes
a long way. There is much and more to learn from all the
various genres of literature. Keep an open mind, follow
your heart, and get to work. Before this goes any further,
let it be known that writers must always read. You will
come to understand that you always need more books to
read like you always need water to survive. A writer needs
books. There is rto arguing there.
Once you have your idea, you must make a decision.
There are three options: one, plan; two, improvise; three,
improvise andplan. What ismeant by this? There are three
types of writers. There are those who plan everything and
make layouts ahead of time that describe, in detail, what
is going to be written, chapter by chapter. There are those
who write one sentence, then the second, third, fourth,
and so on until the book is finished, all without planning
a single chapter ahead of time. And there are those who
outline—plan—chapter by chapter, but only that; they
write chapters without outlines but only know that
they have to reach a certain endpoint by the end of each
chapter. Regardless of which you are, know that at the very
least, a general plot diagram must be made before page
one. You must know the story's exposition, rising action,
climax, falling action, and resolution or conclusion. Not
all stories end resolutely, and so a 'conclusion' is the more
fitting word. If there are to be multiple books in a series,
then the end of book one will be, in a sense, a transition,
rather than a conclusion. The final book's last sentence
is the 'resolution' of the entire story. Even then, though,
sometimes stories are finished
in a gray or unresolved
manner. If you choose to be a planner, good for you. But
know that all plans—especially for writing—never play
out the way you wish them to. Nevertheless, planning
the entire plot ahead of time makes for an easier time
writing scenes, for some people. Just keep in mind that
being a planner often requires extreme amounts of time
aside from story writing to prepare, outline, and perfect
a sort of "pre-draft" before getting started. Also, planning
stories from start to finish, with all the minute details is
tedious work; you will likely fall for the trap of lingering
on minor details for much longer than necessary. If you
are okay with that, then, by all means, be a planner.If you
choose to be an improviser, good for you. But know that
without a plan, you will run into a lot more trouble along
the journey, which is why a mix between planner and
improviser is, more often than not, a great route to take.
That is not to say that one route is better than another, but
planning chapters as you go is much easier and takes less
time than planning a whole story, detail by detail, whilst
still accounting for what needs to occur by point X.
With choosing a style of writing to take, you must also
consider just how long the story you are aiming to tell is
going to take. A lot of beginner writers tend to fall into
the pathway of making their story into a series of books.
This is totally awesome and cool, but there is no need for
this unless it is necessary. Bad writers extend the story
beyond its necessary length. They tend to ramble on and
on and tell the reader a lot. Decent writers take the time
to cut out unnecessary details and give the reader what he
or she wants. Great writers take their readers on journeys
and really show the reader what good storytelling is. If a
story can be told in one book, then write one book and
move on to the next book idea. A lot of fantasy and fiction
tends to be written in series, and that is because there is
a lot of fantastical world building going on that require
thousands of pages in total. If you plan to write business
or some autobiography, there is unlikely to be a reason for
any more than one book. With all that in mind, make sure
you know ahead of time how many books it is going to
take to bring your story's plot to completion.
There is a lot that goes into writing a book, on the prose
level. What is meant by prose? Prose is your narration
style and how you actually tell the story, word by word. A
lot of research should first be conducted if you are to hone
your prose. Grammar is a huge issue many novice writers
struggle with. Even more important than researching
dynamics and structuring is practice. No writer who ever
lived wrote a book from start to finish without practicing.
Practicing, on an individual level, is downright the
golden rule of writing,if there is one. A writer never stops
improving his or her storytelling abilities. Even when they
die, writers are said to still be running through ideas and
moving their fingers in the grave. That is because writers
are constantly in need of practice. Without practice, there
is no writer. Without practice, there is nothing. What is
meant by practice, in storytelling sense?Practice character
development. Interview your characters on paper, aside
from your story, and give them situations in which they
are faced with struggles. How do they react? What are
their ambitions? Where do they want to be by the end of
the story versus where they actually conclude? Practice

your prose. No one can teach youhow to be a better writer.
No one can tell you how to be a better writer. That is the
truth; that is not just the Variety Editor of the Archway
telling you his thoughts. That is the way of a writer's
journey. Even if it were not true, who is better to teach
you the ways of anything but your own self? There is no
greater teacher than yourself. You have to figure out how
to learn on your own and for your own sake as a writer.
So really get into developing your voice. Do not write in
J.R.R. Tolkien's voice. Do not write in J.K.Rowling's voice.
Do not write in James Patterson's voice. Own your own
voice. Establish your voice in the writing community, and
readers and publishers will come to respect your words
and language for what it is and who you are.
If you have difficulties as you write your story, do not
fret. In fact, if you do not, you would defy all the laws of
writing. You are going to fail, repeatedly, in your writing.
You are going to reach dead end after dead end in which
you do not feel you can overcome and continue. You are
going to want to give up and start anew on some other
work. Look, if you have not realized by now in your life
that failure is a part of success, then something is wrong.
Failure is beingtalked about and written about everywhere
today, ranging from allkinds of media. Everyone says the
same thing about failure, and that is that it is "failure is a
path to success." Well, there is no kidding, there. This is
the twenty-first century, folks. Failure shouldbe welcomed
and smiled upon when you face it, for you will only learn
by failing. You will learn how to continue writing, despite
failure impeding the path. You will learn how to continue
writing because of failure. You will learn why failure is
necessary. To see your book in stores one day, assuming
that is your goal, then you will fail to the point where
the bookshelf is no more than a dream. It is so likely that
publishers will reject your work when you send it to them
on the first few attempts. It is so likely that those who
critique your work will rip it apart and tell you nugatory
things that might discourage your writing journey. Here
is some good advice: listen to what people have to say, but
do not listen to what people tell you to do. Use them—yes,
use them—as resources for your advantage. Your readers
are your audience, and if they do not like what they read,
then so be it. Others will. At the end of the day, your
decisions are your own and your word is true. No book
out for sale since the beginning of all time has ever been
liked by every single person on Earth. The same holds
true with the law, the way of life, and every idea that has
ever been presented to anyone. So, if you fail in writing,
smile. If you call a failure "writer's block" then you need
to take a step back and change your mindset. There is no
such thing as "writer's block". This is just another, more
attractive phrase for "I am lazy and discouraged." The
only way to get over such discouragement is by practicing
and practicing some more.
As mentioned previously, characters make up stories.
Along with characters is conflict. The two are really
intertwined together, and so characters and conflict are
paired as one unit. Why? Because where two characters
exist, there will always be conflict. If you think otherwise,
think again. Even. if two characters have the same
ambitions, no two characters think alike. Characters
should mirror humanbeings if they are human characters.
If they are these implausible people, very few readers
will be convinced their actions, thoughts, and decisions
are possible to happen. Without characters, there is no
story. There is also setting, plot, theme,point of view, and
symbolism. Setting is where and when the story takes
place, whether it in this universe, planet, world, age of life,
past, present, or future. Plot is what the story is about and
how it gets from point A to point B. Theme is all about
leaving a lasting message for the reader to take away and
reflect on. Skilled writers will include themes that govern
a reader's way of life for the rest of his or her days. Point
of view is divided into first person limited, first-person
omniscient, second person, third person limited, third
person omniscient, and third person limited omniscient.
These six couldbe aneditorial of their own,and soIwill not
get into detail with each. Perhaps another day. Symbolism
is basically what certain objects or people symbolize. For
example, does a character's motivations symbolize a reallife king's motivations? Doesyour setting symbolize apart
of the world that we live in? Does your theme symbolize a
theme portrayed throughout the course of life, such as life
and death, light and darkness, good and evil? Every story
includes all of these elements. If they do not, well, that is
rather unfortunate to the reader.
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Time is so valuable to a writer. Writing books is only
a daytime job for a select few people on this planet. For
them, they have a lot more time than say a W2 worker
or a full-time student. That said, you cannot ever gain
or acquire additional time in life. Eventually, you will
write no more. When that day comes, whether you have
had your stories published or not will have been up to
whether you took the time, now, today, to finish what you
started. Furthermore, there is no "finding" time. Novice
writers just starting out or wanting to start will say "I
can't find time to write." Experienced writers will answer,
"You must find time to write." Experts will enlighten you
with this advice: "You must make time to write." If you
think that tomorrow will come, you are mistaken. You
can never know that. Imagine today was the last day you
had to write. What are you going to do to advance your
story to where it needs to be? Make time. Stop saying you
cannot find it. Time is always there for you. It does not
discriminate. Wake up an hour earlier. Go to bed an hour
later. Set aside an hour or two of your day to purely write
your story, otherwise you will get nowhere. Some writers
pump out 2000 or 3000 words per day. That is rather much
for beginners. Start with 300 to 500, or even once scene
each day. No one is asking or tellingyou to keep on writing
at a rapid pace. At least not yet. Look at big-name authors
like Martin or Rowling or King. Their readers not only ask
but demand they finish their next book. That is the sign
of a successful, celebrated writer. This is where there is qo
improvising able to be done. You must plan ahead of time.
You must know, each day, when you are going to write,not
a day in advance, but months in advance. Again, plans go
sideways often, but if you practice good habits, you will be
amazed at what you can do and accomplish. Understand
that a book, in almost every case, cannot be completed
overnight. It requires patience, persistence, and a yearning
to see to its end.
Along with making time for writing comes the question
of where to write. Some writers need one particular spot
to write at optimal levels; some enjoy nature, some enjoy
quiet, secluded areas like a desk, bedroom, or even an
attic. Others find they are capable of writing wherever
they are at whatever time of day. Know that by getting
into the habit of writing in the same place and at the same
time of the day, you will have a much easier time staying
consistent with your work and producing at optimal
levels. The journey is all about consistency, habit, and will

to succeed. Make it happen. Explore where and when work
best for you. Some find they are able to write prose much
better at nighttime than during the day, and so they will
take to staying up into the wee hours of the night to get
their daily writing goals in. Others swear by mornings
and believe the brain is rested and refreshed upon waking
up, so, they will always write before sunrise. It does not
matter to anyone but you what time you choose to write
and where you choose to write. What matters is that you
know, and that you practice good habits.
Commonly, you may come up with ideas—sentences,
a paragraph, even a monologue—that you eagerly wish to
include in your book. However, if such ideas do not fit the
context of your story, do not force them into your story.
Save those ideas on another page for later use where they
are of better use. When an idea comes to mind, always
write it down. That is perhaps the greatest advice you will
hear in life. Whether it be for stories, businesses, or life
itself, always keep a journal of some sort and a pen on your
person at all times, so that, should the occurrence come to
pass in which you have an idea that will change the world
or add to the context of your stories, you will be able to
document such ideas for later use. Ideas pop into mind
more often than you think—especially as a writer. They
are like dreams. Unless you repeatedly tell yourself, over
and over again, the idea until you are able to write it down,
they are likely to escape your consciousness and be lost for
all eternity. Be smart. Be prepared. You never know when
the next idea will come.
Beginnings. Page one is, as bad as this seems, the
make or break of the story. Publishers will read through
the first page, sometimes even just the first sentence or
two, and if they see something they do not like, it is likely
they will reject your work. As a quick aside, your objective
of writing books does not have to be to get published.
You might find it liberating to simply write for your own
purposes to get away from the life you live and escape the
squabbles of everyday life. If you do choose to publish
your work, know that anyone in any part of the world can
get access to your work and judge it for what is written
and what is not. Anyways, even just for everyday readers,
when someone picks abook off the shelf ^nd opens to page
one, if they are not entranced early on, it is unlikely he or
she will want to read on. Hook your readers. Hook your
audiences, or you will lose them.
Know your intended audience. This is obvious.Do not

include childish language in your prose, if you are writing
for adults. Do not include aduU language in children
books. Write for who you wish to and adhere to the age
classification of your readers.
Editing, editing, editing. There are two options when
it comes to editing. You can either edit as you go or wait
till you finish the first draft and then edit the story as a
whole. If you take to the first, you will take much longer
to finish your book. If you take to the latter, you will free
yourself of almighty stress as you journey from alpha to
omega—page one to the last. Unless you have some plot
holes—plot disruptions—in which you simply cannot go
on unless you fix something that happened earlier that
does not add up, it is best to leave the editing for the end.
This way, you can focus on getting the words on paper and
the plot from beginning to end.If any of this is confusing
to you, when you become more experienced and capable
with writing, you will come to learn of what is said, here,
in this editorial.
Anyone who tells you to get a pen name is no good
for you. Own your work. Be proud of your work. Put your
own name on your work and take your own credit for it.
Choosing the pen is a wondrous, lifelong journey, but
know that it may eventually lead to youlosing out on time
you might see as valuable with loved ones. This happens
even to the best writers out there.It may not be right away,
but once you are established in the writing community
and have earned your spot on the bookshelf in Barnes
and Noble or Amazon Books or online, people will have
expectations of you that you will continue to produce
excellent work. If you begin to miss family events and
friendly gatherings, though, you really ought to refocus
and realign your approach. Yes, it is necessary to always
get in your word count for the day, but no it is not good to
obstruct your regular life with your writinglife. Prioritize.
This life is still worth living. Writers sometimes forget that.
That is all for now. Writing is not to be some virus with
negative implications, but rather a thing of long-lasting
journey that beautifies every aspect of your worldly life,
one hundred-fold. In the end, writing is a process, and it
is one you must be willing to commit to if you are serious
about it. The moment you start, it will forever dominate
your existence. Your life will change completely, for the
better, if you take up your pen and set to work. More to
come in the coming weeks.

Us: Jordan Peele's epic new thriller wins
and the doppelgangers. In spite of how one
may see the actors in two different roles, it
really does feel like you see the character on
screen with their double, which amps up the
Last time, director Jordan Peek gave creep factor and the scares.
But is Us meant to be a thriller instead?
audiences a horrifying tale in Get Out. And
now, he's done it again. Us, starring Black There certainly are some horrifying scenes
Panther stars, Lupita Nyong'o and Winston and imagery, but there are also a lot oflaughs
Duke, is an amazing, epic thriller that in this film. Winston Duke and the children
audiences love not for its horror-like premise, provide most of the comedy, which always
but the creeptastic scenario and well-done seems to be well timed. The big takeaway
seems to be the film's underlying theme, a
humor.
The film has done amazingly well at thebox class war.
Without going into too many spoilers,
office, earning over $70 million in its opening
weekend, beating out Captain Marvel in its the doppelgangers are consideredlower class,
third week. Peele has found a way to recreate while Nyong'o, Duke and the rest of the
the horror genre, but maybe hasn't made it family are in the middle class, while we get
as horrifying as one may think. Despite the to see high class characters as well. And the
creepy presence of doppelgangers, the movie fight that our main characters go through is
itself plays as more of a thriller than a horror. similar to a fight to succeed in life, to provide
for their family and move up in the world.
And it's a good one.
Nyong'o's acting is especially potent here, Jordan Peele once again shows that a film
and the rest of the cast does an impressive like his can also be entertaining and provide
job in their performances. This is probably commentary to audiences.
Us earns itself a 94% rating from me.
because the actors and actresses are in two
different kinds of roles: the normal people
Jordan Peele does it again! (r2gstatic)

Michael Jarosz
Staff Writer
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